Motorcycle Roads Around San Diego County
A brief compilation by Sean Tompkins
The following is not a complete picture of San Diego County riding, but it covers the highlights and must-do rides, and will certainly give you a lot of ground to cover if you’re new to the area or just visiting.

1. Palomar Mountain:

Many have probably heard of the infamous Palomar Mountain (aka Palomar Racetrack, home of the Palomar Mafia) off the 76.  Loads of fun and only 45 min ride from SD.  Can be a little technical; riding up the ~2500ft elevation south grade is somewhat forgiving of a heavy wrist, although there are several slightly decreasing radius turns on the way down (and a long drop beyond the guardrail….).  Also, lots of squids and wannabes, so often heavily patrolled.  In contrast to the tight, steep south grade is the longer east grade with a mix of more predictable turns and sweepers.  Mother's restaurant is the big gathering point up top (immediately past the fork).  Roads leading in and out are good too (67, 76, 78, S-6).

2. Montezuma Grade:

Heading east off the 79 is the S-2 leading east out to the S-22, a nice transitional, sweeper-like ride which leads to the Montezuma Grade and the Anza Borrego desert; a MUST ride road.  Stop in the town of Anza Borrego at Carley's for an awesome burger.

3. Banner Grade:

East along the 78 into the desert is cool (not literally) - immediately east of the town of Julian is another MUST ride, Banner Grade.  At the bottom, keep heading east ~30 min and then north on S-3.  Another 20-25 min takes you into the town of Anza Borrego (and a good loop with Montezuma).

4. Hwy 79:

Out the 8 fwy ~1hr the 79 north is not highly traveled but a great twisty spot; asphalt surface may not be perfect, and dirt run-off may be present.  

5. Sunrise Hwy:

1 mile further east along the 8 fwy is Sunrise hwy which heads north also and eventually meets the 79.  From there it's about 10 miles to Julian (apple pie country, and mecca for tourists and the Harley crowd on Sat/Sun).  Try the Julian Café for lunch, and pick up an apple pie across the street at Mom’s.  Note, this is Cleveland National forest area (need an adventure pass to stop/park -several good hikes in that area as well)

6. Hwy 74:

a) To Palm Springs - taking the I-15 north to Temecula gives you the 79 east; from there turn left onto the 371 north to the T-intersection of the 74; turning right leads down into Palm Springs.  

b) To Idyllwild - follow above to T-intersection of the 74 but turn left instead and ride about 18 miles into the artists’ town of Idyllwild, another big Harley spot (most gathering at Jo’An's - which is decent for a breakfast or lunch stop).  Past Idyllwild is the often deserted 243 leading north to I-10 (if choosing between the above, the edge has to go to the 243 past Idyllwild). 
c) Ortega Hwy: starting (or ending) at the famous Lake Elsinore, the 74 west of the I-15 and east of I-5 is a long-standing favorite of many.
7. Hwy 94:

Towards the south, the 94 east is a nice, fun but non-technical ride (starts downtown SD, ends way out east at 8 fwy).

Honorable mentions: Engineer’s Rd., Highland Valley Rd., Lake Wholford Rd, Mesa Grande, Old Julian Hwy, Wynola Rd., Honey Springs Rd., Wildcat Canyon Rd.
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a few of the gang in Idyllwild, CA
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